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VEGGIES AS ART

Salinas grower wants sculptures to serve as gateway to Peninsula

By CLAUDIA MELƒNDEZ SALINAS

Herald Salinas Bureau

Lettuce: we grow it, harvest it and distribute it around the world.

Soon, we could be admiring it along Sanborn Road in South Salinas.

It occurred to Salinas grower Chris Bunn that the restoration work being completed on Sanborn, the Salinas gateway to the Monterey Peninsula, could use an added touch of green to go with the palm trees already being planned for the site. And what better green than that of the iceberg lettuce, celery and artichokes, some of the signature crops of the Salinas Valley?

"This valley is so productive," said Bunn in presenting his proposal to the Salinas City Council at its regular meeting on Tuesday. It would be appropriate to showcase what the Valley produces in an artistic way, he said, and "we're willing to finance it."

For the past two months, Bunn has been working with Northern California artists Solomon Bassoff and Domenica Mottarella, who've designed the eight concrete sculptures that would be placed along South Sanborn. The sculptures, which will depict an iceberg lettuce, a bunch of celery, a head of romaine lettuce, a bunch of grapes, a strawberry, an artichoke, a head of cauliflower and a stalk of broccoli, will be about six feet tall and weigh about 1,200 pounds each, Bassoff said. The sculptures would be donated by the Bunn and Yuki families to the city of Salinas, and, if the project goes according to plan, could be installed by the time the construction work is finished along Sanborn Road.

Although the City Council was not scheduled to formally ratify the project, several councilmembers enthusiastically endorsed it.

"I never thought I'd see lettuces look whimsical," Councilwoman Janet Barnes said. Since the sculptures would be placed in her district, she will be working on the logistics of the plan with Bunn.

Bunn said he didn't know yet how much the sculptures will cost, but insisted they would cost nothing to the taxpayer. The Salinas grower said he chose the vegetables according to the amount of acreage dedicated to produce them, but without giving particular importance to any one crop specifically.

His omission of spinach wasn't a slight, he said.

"It isn't a big product in the Valley," he said. "These are the eight more popular crops. You can go on, but it gets expensive. It seemed like that was enough. Hopefully it was a good balance."



Claudia Meléndez Salinas can be reached at 753-6755 or cmelendez@montereyherald.com. 
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