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	Officials ponder gigantic produce
Businessman makes offer to Council for veggie artwork
By SUNITA VIJAYAN 
The Salinas Californian 
Salinas city officials are considering adorning part of the city with sculptures of super-sized vegetables. 

Chris Bunn, president of Salinas-based Crown Packing Co. Inc., made an offer at Tuesday's City Council meeting to donate public art that would celebrate Salinas Valley produce. 

Bunn envisions installing eight sculptures, ranging from five to seven feet tall, along Blanco Road from Blanco Circle to where it turns into Sanborn Road. The area is the gateway into the city for many travelers, he said. 

Weighing about 1,200 pounds each, Bunn said, the sculptures would depict some most popular Salinas Valley fruits and vegetables, including lettuce, celery, artichokes, strawberries and grapes. Right now, the area is planted with palm trees. 

"I just thought the city needed a little zip and thought it was time to highlight what most people do in this city," he said. 

Bunn said while the total cost of the project has not been determined, it would be entirely funded through his company and its partner, the Yuki family. The sculptures would be designed by Faducci, an artwork firm based in North San Juan in Nevada County. 

Faducci representatives Solomon Bassoff and Domenica Mottarella attended the meeting and showed a 

scaled-down version of what the sculptures would look like. Formed from concrete, Bassoff said, the produce would be depicted in color. Faducci specializes in garden art and fountains, he said, and this would be first time he and Mottarella would be sculpting vegetables. 

Councilwoman Janet Barnes, who represents the south Salinas area where the sculptures would go, said she is more than happy to work with Bunn and his partners on the project. 

"I think it's awesome," Barnes said. "I never thought lettuce could look whimsical." 

With the entire council indicating its support for the project, City Manager Dave Mora said he and Barnes will discuss the proposal further with the various parties involved before bringing it back to the council for review in three weeks. 
Contact Sunita Vijayan at svijayan@thecalifornian.com.
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